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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To effect printing and marking correctly on an intended printing 
area by a method wherein, when a character is printed on an end surface of a 
plate material being a matter to be printed, if any deviation occurs in three- 
dimensional position or attitude of the end of the plate material, the 
deviation can be absorbed. 

CONSTITUTION: A printing head 6 and a touch sensor contact element 7 are 
mounted to an end of hand 5 of a 6-axis multi-articulated robot 4 to detect a 
three-dimensional position of an end surface of a plate material 2 being a 
material to be printed in such a manner that the printing head 6 is precisely 
positioned so as to be oppositely oriented to the end surface, thereby putting 
a print of good quality even on a narrow end surface. 
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